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We remain focused on ensuring that we create a learning environment that safeguards our staff and 
students against COVID-19. The Center for Disease Control affirmed that face coverings remain a critical 
tool especially for those unvaccinated in the fight against COVID-19, reducing the spread of the disease, 
mainly when used universally within communities and schools. The means of transmission of the virus has 
not changed; we remain in the “moderate transmission zone,” and the fact that our current elementary 
student population remains unvaccinated and our middle and high school students are just recently being 
offered a vaccination, requires that we move forward with any change in a careful and deliberate 
manner. As the weather continues to improve, there are opportunities for our staff and students to take 
part in more learning and social experiences outside, and we would like to be able to offer our students 
the opportunity to take mask-breaks.   
 
The district administration met with our partners of Hackensack Meridian, “Keeping American Safe'' 
experts, medical consultants, nursing staff, building administration, and physical education teachers to 
discuss masking outdoors. The abovementioned experts support our thoughts about the benefits of 
outdoor experiences. We know that it is proven that taking part in activities outside where there is an 
opportunity for fresh air circulation is another mitigating factor to decrease the spread of COVID-19.   
 
We are extremely fortunate that Mahwah schools possess a vast amount of outdoor space for our 
students and staff to take part in teaching and learning activities,as well as opportunities for eating and 
socializing in the fresh air. With the weather improving and temperatures increasing, we need to be 
cognizant of mask-use outdoors while exposed to increased temperatures and humidity. As long as social 
distancing and 6 feet distance can be maintained, the district is making the following changes to outdoor 
masking during the school day: 
 
Outdoor mask-breaks will be coordinated into our instruction and will be teacher-initiated based upon 
student needs and the ability to meet the distancing requirements: 
 

1. Masks can be dropped temporarily by students who are outdoors when the distance between 
them is 6 feet or greater.   

2. Masks will be removed if aerobic activities are taking place, while ensuring that this can be done 
with students being 6 feet apart or greater. The mask can come down temporarily and then be 
placed back upon completion of the aerobic outdoor activity.   

3. Snacks can be eaten, and masks can be removed while outside with the distance expectations of 
6 feet or more.  

4. Class can be conducted and masks can be removed temporarily while outside with the distance 
expectations of 6 feet or more. 

 
To prevent an issue with soiled masks, we ask that you provide your child with an additional mask to have 
in the event that it is needed.  
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These mask adjustments are taking place only during supervised outdoors activities. Staff, students, and 
members of the community are required to continue to wear their masks when walking around the 
campus or school building and while walking to and from the school bus or cars.   
 
The opportunity to temporarily remove masks while outside during the school day is a personal choice, 
and is being offered to all students in the experiences mentioned above. Staff members that are not 
vaccinated are encouraged to wear masks at all times.   
 
Activities outside of the school day, including sports, require that the district follow NJSIAA guidelines for 
competitions and practices that occur after the instructional day. At this time, Mahwah is maintaining our 
requirement that spectators who are unable to distance themselves 6 feet from any other spectator or 
athlete must wear a mask. Spectators who are able to distance 6 feet are invited to use a temporary 
mask-break while viewing the event.  
 
Current means by which we determine the actuality of a close contact requires that we continue to move 
forward with caution for both indoor and outdoor activities. We ultimately do not want to have to cancel 
or change end-of-the-year experiences based upon an issue of students being deemed close contacts or 
due to a rise in transmission. Every decision is made based upon what is best to maintain the safety and 
well-being of all our students and staff.   
 
We are committed to ensure that our students are able to experience all that the schools have to offer 
this year. We are creating and reinstating end-of-the-year ceremonies and rituals for the students, staff, 
and families to enjoy. These celebratory experiences can be held as a result of the hard work and 
commitment of our community during this most unique school year! These experiences are anchored in 
our focus to ensuring that the social-emotional well-being of our students is continually supported. The 
logical adjustments to our wellness protocol are made to help increase the likelihood of closing out this 
year, and making such celebrations a reality for our collective school community! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Mahwah Administrative Team 
 


